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Record of Meeting: 


Place: The Secretary's 

Time: 7:15 PM, Monday 

* 

DATE: March 3, 1975 


Participants : 

The Secretary 
Mr. Habib 
Mr . Lord 
Mr. Eagleburger 
Mr. Miller 

Subject : Cambodia 

Distribution: S Memcon file, LPB Memcon Book, NSC-Rodman 

SECRETARY: Hello, Habib. Did you screw it up again? 

HABIB: Yes, I had to prove that you were right! Actually, the 

trip was tremendously successful. Flynt, Bartlett, Murtha.... 
SECRETARY: And Abzug? 

HABIB: She is prepared to support economic aid. Mrs. Fenwick 

is a very thoughtful lady and her conscience was really stricken 
at what she saw. 

* 

SECRETARY: She's a terrific person. 

HABIB: The meeting with the DRV guy couldn't have been better. 

Flynt asked a question and the DRV guy said to submit it in 
writing. Flynt said no and finally won his case. It was really 
the unveiling of the DRV's intransigence. 

The group is now preparing its report and they will show it 
to me for purposes of checking the facts. They have 
with the President at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday. (S »} 
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SECRETARY: I * 11 be there too 


SENSITIVE^nnTo 


. ^ ‘ '**“ Cambodia. The arc 

ants to know how much we have been doina 
™ aoing on negotiations 

SE0RETAM: ^ve a statement prepared. 

*BIB: But they win also want tQ ^ ^ ^ 

to do to bring about a solution. 

SECRETARY : Look , Phil.... 

They are prepared to name someone like Bartlett to 
^ briSfed * ~ - our negotiating efforts. 

(Here the Secretary was interrupted by a phone call., 
SECRETARY: Look, basically this thino i 

... . . thing is nonsense. We went 

through it for years rm xn a. went 

years on Vietnam and we’ra 

. , . . we re not going to go 

through it again. 

HABIB: I*m talking about persuading the Conor 

. . g the Congress that the 

Administration has left «« e 4. 

* xert no stone unturned «« 

front. ° the ne 9°tiating 

EAGLE BURGER: Our statement does it. 

SECRETARY: Would you tell Dean that if he 



one more 


• • • 


HABIB: Be understands. He has been told. 

(The Secretary was interrupted by another phone call.) 
SECRETARY: Should I send a m«e 

we had a o m k Bouteflika? y ou know 

Boret l ‘ thSre W3S " att ™ Pt b6ing «*•. that Long 


u 


^ tna 

was trying to get in touch through Bouteflika. Bo 
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want to ask that genius in Phnom Penh — in his last post? 

HABIB: You don't need to ask. Whatever channel you want 

to use is open-. 

SECRETARY: What about Sihanouk's son? 

HABIB: We sent a cable this morning asking for further 

information. 

SECRETARY: Rather than send me a cable, does Dean understand 

that he should not go running around Phnom Penh causing the 
collapse of the regime? 

HABIB: He understands. He is not causing the collapse of 

the regime. Nothing I could see in Phnom Penh in any way 
indicated that the Khmer are worried that we'll do anything 
to hurt them. They are desperate for any kind of solution. 
Lon Nol, by the way, sends his regards. 

SECRETARY: There was a report that Sihanouk says seven 

government leaders sire to be executed. 

HABIB: Yes, he has 

key figures . 

SECRETARY: Who are they? 


to his threat to execute seven 


HABIB: Lon Nol, Sirik Matak, Long Boret.... 

SECRETARY: That means there will be nobody left. 

HABIB: One thing that was significant in the French initiative 

was that Sihanouk indicated that only one person— not seven— 


were traitors. 
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SECRETARY: What's your conclusion? 

HABIB: If we provide assistance , the GKR can hold the 

Phnom Penh perimeter. 

SECRETARY: How about the rainy season? 

HABIB: That will make it easier. 

SECRETARY: How about the mines? 

HABIB: It will be easier to deal with them when the river 

is wider. I spoke to Fernandez and the Navy Chief about the 

♦ ™ 

problem. 

LORD: But that's about two months away. 

SECRETARY: No, July. 

HABIB: It will be almost August before the river rises 

sufficiently, and the Navy fellow said that they need ground 
forces to work the banks of the river. 

SECRETARY: (Turning back to the draft statement.) I want 

all Department spokesmen to call attention to Nixon's briefings 
of August 3 and August 15, 1973. Those briefings clearly 
describe what would be the impact of a forced bombing halt. 
LORD: It was July 6, 1973 that the PRC said they would send 
a message to Sihanouk. On July 18 they said they would not 
do so. 

SECRETARY: There is no question that when the Chinese tell 

you they will pass a message that they support the message. 

I believe it really hurt Chou, who looked like a fool. 

LORD: But if you try to blame the Congress. . 
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SECRETARY: 


If you don't say that, you'll not get the money. 
I've come to the conclusion that Nixon was right not to yield. 

You wouldn't have to do it in Nixon's obnoxious way, but every 
time they scream it means that you're hurting them. 

I want all our witnesses to refer to those statements of 

August 1973 so that the Congress and the press can't say we're 
getting desperate. 

LORD: We laid it all out in 1973. 

SECRETARY: We told the Chinese then that we were prepared 

for Sihanouk to come back, for Lon Nol to go for medical 

treatment. Then the Chinese closed the whole thing off 
brutally. 

HABIB: we need the money within the next two weeks, is „ e 

get a negative vote in the Committee, the place is lost. 

SECRETARY: We've got to stick them with it. We've got to 

put this statement out and we've got to refer to the August 3 
and August 15 statements. 

HABIB: When do you want to put it out? 

SECRETARY: Tomorrow. Isn't Passman marking up the bill 

tomorrow? 

HABIB: Yes, but I'm testifying Thursday before the Hamilton 

Subcommittee. We could also put it out to the Congressional 
delegation. 

SECRETARY: Why couldn't our spokesman put it out, saying he had 

had repeated requests for our position. What's wje^ith that? 
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HABIB: Nothing, but if you put it out as a statement it 

looks defensive. I think its preferable to give it to the 
Committee and then put it out. 

SECRETARY: Why don't we just put it out? Why does it look 

defensive? 


LORD: It could appear that way. 

EAGLEBURGER: I don't understand the problem. 

LORD: We also need to look at follow-on questions and 

answers. The statement raises question of channels and 
countries . 

SECRETARY: We just won't say anything about those. 

EAGLEBURGER: The statement contains three principles. We 

wont refer to countries. 

HABIB: They'll guess China and the French. Also, does it 

create problems for Lon Nol? 

LORD: Before we put it out, we should be very clear about 

the French. 

HABIB: The Cambodians as well. 



SECRETARY: You would not favor getting in touch with Bouteflika? 

HABIB: What can he do? 

SECRETARY: Shall we tell Malik that if he hears anything useful 

in Algiers we would like to learn of it. 
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